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OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
 
DATE:   June 26, 2018 
TIME:   6:37 P.M. 
PLACE:  Oxford City Hall 
PRESENT:  Mayor Alton Craft 

Mr. Steven Waits, Council President Pro Tempore 
Mrs. Charlotte Hubbard, Council Member 
Mr. Phil Gardner, Council Member 
Mr. Mike Henderson, Council Member 
 

ABSENT:  Mr. Chris Spurlin, Council President 
 

 
The City Council of the City of Oxford, Alabama, met in Regular Session in the Council 
Chamber in the City Hall of the City of Oxford, Alabama, on Tuesday, June 26, 2018, at 
approximately 6:37 o’clock p.m. Council President Pro Tempore Waits called the meeting to 
order. 
 
Ron Allen, City Attorney, was present. 
 
Alan Atkinson, City Clerk, was present. 
 
Chandler Tyree, Antioch Baptist Church, gave the invocation. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Council President Pro Tempore Waits lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Council President Pro Tempore Waits stated each member of the Council had previously received 
a copy of the minutes of the June 12, 2018 meeting. Council Member Henderson made a motion 
that the minutes be approved as presented.  The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Gardner.  
 
Council President Pro Tempore Waits called for any comments or questions; there being none, on 
roll call the votes of the Council were as follows:  ayes:  Council Members Hubbard, Gardner, 
Waits, and Henderson;  nays:  none;  absent:  Council President Spurlin. The motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Council President Pro Tempore Waits stated that was the time for the public hearing to receive 
comments on the condemnation notice sent to Shree Bhagya Laxmi LLC (Umesh Patel) for a 
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structure located at 1501 Barry Street to show cause, if any, as to why the structure located on the 
property should not be condemned, declared the public hearing open and asked if anyone wished 
to address the Council concerning the condemnation notice sent to Shree Bhagya Laxmi LLC 
(Umesh Patel) for a structure located at 1501 Barry Street to show cause, if any, as to why the 
structure located on the property should not be condemned. 
 
Jake Montgomery, attorney representing Mr. Umesh Patel, addressed the Council and stated his 
client, Umesh Patel, was the primary owner of the LLC that holds the first mortgage on the 
property. He stated they were in the process of starting foreclosure. He stated until just recently 
the current owner had not been in default of his mortgage and they could not start any foreclosure 
proceedings to get possession of the property. He stated they tried to negotiate a deed in lieu of 
foreclosure and that had been unsuccessful. He stated they had try to negotiate to get the property 
back so they could make an inspection of the property. He stated the owner had left for California 
and they could not find him. He stated they were asking for a short delay concerning the 
condemnation so they could get a better idea of whether repairs to the property would be feasible 
or cost prohibitive. He stated he did not think a delay of a couple of weeks would cause any harm 
and would give Mr. Patel a chance to salvage the value of the property. He stated he hope with the 
permission of the City’s Fire Marshall and Building Inspector they could have access to the 
property to start their inspection to determine whether the cost of rehabilitating the property would 
be feasible.  
 
Mike Roberts, Building Inspector, addressed the Council and stated with a transfer of ownership 
of the property the new owner would accept the responsibility of the condemnation. 
 
Council President Pro Tempore Waits asked if anyone else wished to address the Council 
concerning the condemnation notice sent to Shree Bhagya Laxmi LLC (Umesh Patel) for a 
structure located at 1501 Barry Street to show cause, if any, as to why the structure located on the 
property should not be condemned. 
 
No one else addressed the Council concerning the condemnation notice sent to Shree Bhagya 
Laxmi LLC (Umesh Patel) for a structure located at 1501 Barry Street to show cause, if any, as to 
why the structure located on the property should not be condemned. 
 
Council President Pro Tempore Waits declared the public hearing to receive comments on the 
condemnation notice sent to Shree Bhagya Laxmi LLC (Umesh Patel) for a structure located at 
1501 Barry Street to show cause, if any, as to why the structure located on the property should not 
be condemned closed. 
 
Resolution No. 2018- 58 – Resolution declaring certain equipment surplus at the Garage. 
 
Council Member Gardner made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2018-58. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Henderson; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: 
ayes:  Council Members Hubbard, Gardner, Waits and Henderson;  nays:  none;  absent:  Council 
President Spurlin. The motion carried and Resolution No. 2018-58 was approved. 
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Resolution No. 2018- 59 – Resolution authorizing a change order for the Downtown Renovation 
Project relocating a main feeder panel. 
 
Council Member Gardner made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2018-59. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Henderson; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: 
ayes:  Council Members Hubbard, Gardner, Waits and Henderson;  nays:  none;  absent:  Council 
President Spurlin. The motion carried and Resolution No. 2018-59 was approved. 
 
Resolution No. 2018- 60 – Resolution condemning the structure at 1501 Barry Street. 
 
Council Member Henderson made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2018-60. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Hubbard; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: 
ayes:  Council Members Hubbard, Gardner, Waits and Henderson;  nays:  none;  absent:  Council 
President Spurlin. The motion carried and Resolution No. 2018-60 was approved. 
 
Council President Pro Tempore Waits stated that the owner of the property has ten days to remove 
all valuable items from the premises or to appeal to the Circuit Court. 
 
Resolution No. 2018- 61 – Resolution authorizing a change order for the Downtown Renovation 
Project for the installation of a concrete drainage box for a storm sewer. 
 
Council Member Henderson made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2018-61. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Hubbard; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: 
ayes:  Council Members Hubbard, Gardner, Waits and Henderson;  nays:  none;  absent:  Council 
President Spurlin. The motion carried and Resolution No. 2018-61 was approved. 
 
Resolution No. 2018- 62 – Resolution awarding a bid to Hale Building Company, Inc. for 
additions and alterations to the Oxford Performing Arts Center. 
 
Council Member Gardner made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2018-62. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Hubbard; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: 
ayes:  Council Members Hubbard, Gardner, Waits and Henderson;  nays:  none;  absent:  Council 
President Spurlin. The motion carried and Resolution No. 2018-62 was approved. 
 
Council Member Henderson stated they wanted to remind everyone of the events in the city leading 
up to and on the 4th of July. 
 
Council Member Hubbard stated the Fire Chief had announced that the shooting of fireworks was 
prohibited at the Oxford Lake Park. She stated they wanted everyone to be safe. 
 
Council President Pro Tempore Waits stated they needed to set a public hearing to consider a re-
zoning request from the property owners to re-zone the property located at 716 Locke Drive, 712 
Locke Drive, 708 Locke Drive, 704 Locke Drive, 700 Locke Drive, 608 Locke Drive, 604 
Hamric Drive W. and 600 Hamric Drive W. from General Manufacturing District (GM) to 
Residential 1 District (R-1). 
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Council President Pro Tempore Waits stated the Council would be adjourning into Executive 
Session to discuss public safety issues and the possible purchase of real property and asked Ron 
Allen, City Attorney, to certify said purpose of the Executive Session. 
 
Ron Allen, City Attorney, stated he did certify that the Council was adjourning into Executive 
Session to discuss public safety issues and the possible purchase of real property. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, Council Member Hubbard made a 
motion to adjourn into Executive Session to discuss public safety issues and the possible purchase 
of real property. The motion was seconded by Council Member Henderson; and on call of the roll 
the following vote was recorded: ayes:  Council Members Hubbard, Gardner, Waits, and 
Henderson;  nays:  none;  absent; Council President Spurlin. The motion carried and the Council 
adjourned into Executive Session at approximately 6:52 o’clock p.m. 
 
      APPROVED 
      CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
      OXFORD, ALABAMA 
 
 
 
      _____________________________________ 
      Steven Waits, Council President Pro Tempore 
 
AUTHENTICATED: 
 
___________________________ 
Alan B. Atkinson, City Clerk 
June 26, 2018:  Regular Meeting 
 
 
 


